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To the U.S. Senate,

Russell A. Davidson

More than 100 years ago, the architect
Daniel Burnham said, “Make no Httle
plans; they have no magic to sfir men's
blood and probably themselves wilt not be
realized.” While the federal stimmsus
package currently under consideration is
certainly no little plan, the proposed

changes by the Senate removed all of the -

elements that would even touch individ-
nal Americans, no less have any magic to
stir men’s blood.

1 was one of maore than 800 architecis
from around the country v Washington
last week urging otr local congressional
leaders to place a high priority on invest-
ments in infrastricture as part of the eco-
nomic stimmohus bill. But, as we leftthe na-
ton’s capital, the Senate “compromise”
eliminated §19.5 billion in infrastructure
spending for schools and cut another 81.5
pillion for energy-efficient federal build-
ings. And, with those cufs, the Senate
tossed aside more than 500,000 jobs that
tnight have berefited our local commumi-
ty and national economy.

As the global financial crisis continnes
to threaten the livelibood of American
businesses and workers, the Senate’s pri-
ority was to tell millions of American
workers in the design and construction in-
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dusiry that they don't deserve to be & part
of the economic recovery. Nearly 1 mil-
lion jobs have been lost in this vital sector
of the economy — which accounts for 1in
10 dollars of Gross Domestic Product —

‘over the past two years. A study conduct

ed by the Center for Regional Analysis at
George Masor. University states that each
$1 million in construction spending sup-
ports 28,5 fulltime jobs. The Senate’s
compronxse only slows the momentum of
jobs creation.

As an architect active in this sector of
the constructon ecenomy in the Lower
Hudson Valley I see firsthand how many
jobs school construction creates and sus-
tains right here in our area, Every tier of
the local design and construction indus-
try including architects and engineers,
construction contractors, unior trades of
all types, laborers and materials suppliers

benefit from these projects. School build- -
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doesn’t a half-million jobs mea

ings comprise the largest type of publicly
funded building in this country, and they
impact every neighborhood.

New York has the oldest average age
of school bufldings in the enfire country,
and every day I see huildings that are
overcrowded and in poor condition in
Yonkers, Clarkstown, Eastchester, White

Plains, Brewster and Poughkeepsie fo -

name a few: Even more important is the
improvements to the lives of children that
benefit from the rebuilt and renewed
school buildings. After all, it is this gener-
ation of students that will eventually help
pay for this stimulus package; shouldnt
they directly benefit from its impact?
HEas Congress lost its bearings? Gener-
ations of sizdents are preparing for life in
the global economy in FEMA-like trailers
or classrooms with falling cefling tiles. Ac-
cording to the National Education Asso-
ciation, it would take more than $268 bil-
lion to repair and modernize America’s K-
12 school facilities. In fact, the state Edir
cation Data Center of the Council of Chief
State School Officers shows average
sperding by school districts on operations
and maintenance is $900 per student, or
$45 billion nationwide per vear. This
means it costs school districts 845 biliion
just to maintain school buildings’ current
condition. Censtruction adds an addition-
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Tania Savayan/The Journal News
Yonkers schools Superintendent
Bernard Pierorazio, left, and fohn Carr,
executlve director of engineering, talk
about the new air cooling system being
put in at Saunders High School July 30,
2008.

al §45 billion per year.

In an economic crisis as grave as this,
we need to do everything we can to stim-
ulate the economy and rebuild our com-

- munities. What better way to do so than to

invest in our children?

Similarly, most people assume that pol-
tztion from cars and factories are the lead-
ing canse of global warming — but the
true sleeping giant is the built environ-
ment. Statistics from the U.S. Department
of Energy calculate that buildings account
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for nearly haif (48 percent) of all green:*
house gas emissions — far more thafi
transportation (27 percent) and industry: -
(25 percent). Buildings also account for’
76 percent of all electricity generated at .
power plants. The federal government?
alone has jurisdiction over a significant
portion of all buildings in the U.S. requir-"
ing significant energy-reduction izrgets in?
new and rencvated federal buildings will -
demonstrate to the private sector that the ;
federal government is leading by exam-*
ple. o 3
As the Senate and House bring their |
respective versions of the economic stim- £
ulus plan fo conference, we are going to
fight and urge Congress to ensure that;
auy economic recovery plan it sends fo:
President Obama includes significant in-:
vestments in the buflding sector in erder;
to create jobs, move our nation closer to:
energy independence and improve the;
quality of life in every American commu-:
nity. : .
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